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NEWS AND NOTES 

Dr. Adeline Ames has been appointed assistant forest patholo- 
gist in the Bureau of Plant Industry at Washington. 



Mr. E. L. Morris, of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sci- 
ences, was elected editor-in-chief of the publications of the Torrey 
Botanical Club at the annual meeting held January 14. 



Dr. Neil E. Stevens, formerly pathologist at the Kansas Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station, has been appointed forest patholo- 
gist in the Bureau of Plant Industry at Washington. 



Professor B. M. Duggar, formerly of the College of Agriculture 
at Cornell University, has recently been appointed physiologist at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden and has charge of the graduate 
laboratory. 



Dr. Anton R. Rose, formerly of the department of biological 
chemistry of Columbia University, has been employed by the New 
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station to carry on investigations 
bearing on the relation of tannin to the chestnut blight. 



Hiltner has recently treated chlorosis in fruit-trees and vines 
(Prakt. Bl. Pflanzbau u. Schutz 10: 49-51. 1912) by introducing 
iron and other elements in soluble form through holes bored into 
the trunks. 



A bacterial disease of walnut trees in Tasmania is reported and 
described by L. Rodway (Agr. Gaz. Tasmania 20: 85, 86. 1912) 
as appearing on the nuts and leaves in small black spots and so 
weakening the tree that death results in a few years. 
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88 Mycologia 

Under the title " Remarks on Some Species of the Genus Poly- 
porus" (Sv. Bot. Tidsk. 6: 635-644. 1912), Romell discusses 
fourteen Swedish species, two of them, P. albo-sordesccns and P. 
rufopodex, under new names. Several of the species are figured. 



Dr. Charles Horton Peck, our distinguished state botanist, 
located at Albany, New York, will be eighty years old on March 
30. His numerous mycological friends will no doubt extend their 
hearty congratulations and wish him many happy returns of the 
day. Dr. Peck has been faithfully serving the state since 1867, 
almost fifty years. 



Professor Ellsworth Bethel has been granted leave of absence 
for five weeks from his position in the East Denver High School 
and will spend the time collecting in Costa Rica, Guatemala, and 
other parts of Central America. He sailed from New Orleans 
on February 26 for Panama. 



Gnomonia Caryae, the perfect stage of Gloeosporium Caryae 
Ellis & Dearness, was described by Frederick A. Wolf in the 
October number of Annates Mycologici. This is thought to be 
the first attempt to connect Gloeosporium Caryae with its perfect 
stage and the species is described as new, although close to Gno- 
monia setacea macrospora, which also occurs on fallen leaves of 
hickory. 



At the recent Cleveland meeting, the following officers were 
elected by the American Phytopathological Society for the current 
year: F. C Stewart, president; Haven Metcalf, vice-president; 
C. L. Shear, secretary-treasurer; W. J. Morse, councilor. The 
next meeting will be held in Atlanta. 



An illustrated paper by H. O. Juel on Taphrina and Exoba- 
sidium (Sv. Bot. Tidsk. 6: 353-372. 1912) deals particularly 
with species of Taphrina occurring on birch in the neighborhood 



News and Notes 89 

of Abisko, and with the Scandinavian species of Exobasidiwn 
growing on the Ericaceae. Taphrinalapponka, on Betula odorata, 
is described as new. 



C. Wehmer has experimented for some time with dry rot caused 
by Merulius lacrymans (Myc. Centralbl. i: 138-148, 166-174. 
1912) and he has found that the growth of this fungus in cultures 
may be hindered or stopped by the addition of 0.5 to 5 per cent, 
tannic acid, and that pine wood may be protected by a 1 to 2 per 
cent, solution. 



The October number of Annates Mycologici contains an article 
on the fungi of the soil by Elizabeth Dale, of Girton College, Cam- 
bridge. More than thirty species distributed among twenty genera 
were obtained from two samples of soil taken from plots on the 
Royal Agricultural Society's farm at Woburn. The results of 
similar studies made in this country show a striking similarity to 
those made in England. 



According to the investigations of A. W. Drost, the Panama 
disease of the Jamaica banana is caused by the fungus Lepto- 
spora Musae and the disease was present in Surinam before this 
banana was introduced. The fungus lives in the ground for a 
long time and has been found to attack different varieties of 
banana, so that soil once infected with the fungus becomes unfit 
for banana culture. 



Mr. C. R. Orton, for the last year and a half assistant in botany 
at the Indiana Experiment Station, resigned on January 1 to 
become plant pathologist and assistant professor of botany in the 
Pennsylvania State College. Mr. Orton was engaged in the inves- 
tigation of plant rusts while at the Indiana Station. His place 
will be temporarily filled by Mr. J. B. Demaree, who recently 
resigned his position as assistant in botany at the Ohio Experi- 
ment Station. 



90 Mycologia 

A number of papers on the identity and relationships of the 
fungus causing the chestnut canker have recently appeared in 
Phytopathology and Science under the authorship of P. J. Ander- 
son and H. W. Anderson, Clinton, Farlow, Shear, and others. It 
is not necessary to give abstracts of these papers here, as they 
are readily available in the original. A brief foreign paper by 
Pantanelli, however, which has just appeared (Rend. Accad. 
Lincei 21 : 869-875. 1912), is important and interesting as bear- 
ing on the supposed European origin of the chestnut canker. 
After a careful comparison of the Italian and American species 
in question as to their morphological characters, cultural charac- 
ters, habitat, and parasitism, the author concludes that Diaporthe 
parasitica Murrill [Endothia parasitica (Murr.) Anderson] is dis- 
tinct from Endothia radicalis (Schw.) Fries, and, moreover, can- 
not possibly be of European origin. 



Efforts to eradicate or check the chestnut canker are still in 
progress, and it is hoped that careful scientific experimentation 
with this disease will aid greatly in the control of less virulent 
fungous diseases of trees in the future. Mr. Roy R. Pierce, of 
the Pennsylvania Chestnut Tree Blight Commission, has recently 
outlined a treatment for ornamental or cultivated chestnut trees 
that are only slightly affected. This consists in carefully remov- 
ing the cankers to the depth of six annual rings of wood and 
painting the wounds with coal-tar containing creosote ; then, in 
order to prevent further infection, spraying the entire tree very 
thoroughly with strong bordeaux mixture (4: 5 : 50). The merit 
of this treatment is that it is theoretically and scientifically " cor- 
rect " and that it comes as near to control as anything yet sug- 
gested. Speaking practically, however, trees covered continuously 
with copper sulfate and lime do not fit very well into a gorgeous 
landscape scheme, especially if they are liable to drop a limb or 
two every few months or to drop out entirely some time while the 
owner is asleep; and owners of chestnut orchards, who are pre- 
sumably commercially inclined, are not apt to continue very long 
a losing fight against a dreaded disease when other equally invit- 
ing and far safer fields are open to them. 



